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April 24th was a rather dreary Saturday morning in Champaign, but luckily that didn’t 
stop close to 100 dogs and their human companions from strutting their stuff at the 
annual Mutt Strut fundraiser.  Hessel Park was full of cute canines, big and small 
(appropriately leashed of course), ready for a morning full of fun.  After a blessing of 
the animals by David Bacheller, the of! cial strut began and proceeded on the path 
around Hessel Park.  
When the strutters completed their lap around Hessel Park, they found CCHS staff and 
volunteers at their stations and ready to lead at a variety of activities.  There was an 
agility course, a “! nd the treat” shell game, paw painting, and the very popular bobbing 
for hot dogs.  And even though hot dogs do not " oat very well, many hot dogs were 
consumed that morning#  Several contests were held as well.  Winners were selected 
in the categories of best tail wag, best high ! ve, best trick, best handshake, and there 
was an owner/dog egg race.  
To participate in Mutt Strut, each human/dog team had to raise a minimum of $25.  
With the ease of donating online, many participants raised well above the minimum.  
The event raised over $18,000 for the shelter and a good time was had by all.  If you 

are interested in participating in Mutt Strut next year, please check with the shelter in the spring to what date has been 
selected.  
To see a video recorded by the News-Gazette at the event, go to:  http://www.news-gazette.com/video/2010-04-24/video-
mutt-strutt.html
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Special Thoughts
your special thoughts are meaningful to those who send them, to those who receive them and 
to those who are helped by them.  we make every effort to list memorial and honorary donations 
correctly; if there is an error, please let us know.  this issue contains all the special thoughts 
recorded at cchs from January through June •€•€.  
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