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Strut your mutt or one of ours 

Mutt Strut
Saturday, Oct. 8

Meet at Crystal Lake Park Pavilion in Urbana between  
8 and 8:45 a.m. for registration with your dog. At 9 a.m, we 
will walk as a group along a path through the park, return-
ing to the 
Pavilion at 
the end of 
the walk, 
about one 
mile. 

After the 
strut, you’ll 
have an op-
portunity to 
have your 
picture 
taken with 
your mutt 
to commemorate the occasion (for an additional fee).

Don’t have a mutt or can’t make it? How about sponsor-
ing a homeless dog from the shelter for a walk? What a 
wonderful treat for the shelter dogs to get some exercise 
and socialize with each other! The CCHS trained volunteer 
dogwalkers will be on hand to Strut the Sponsored Mutts 
and pictures will be taken for display on the CCHS Web site.

Details:
Advance Registration for each dog is $20. Registration 

at the event will be $25. You’ll receive a CCHS bandana for 
your dog and CCHS fanny pack for yourself. Your dog should 
have proof of rabies inoculation, either a tag or registration 
slip. More than one person can accompany each dog, so if 
you want to include the family or a friend, that’s fine. 

Sponsor a shelter dog to go for a walk for $10.
Registration forms for your dog or for shelter dogs are 

available at the Humane Society or go to the Web site www.
cuhumane.org, print one and mail it in along with your 
check or credit card information.

Parking for Crystal Lake Park Pavilion is just off Park 
Street in Urbana, approximately three blocks west of  
Broadway Avenue.

If it rains, we will get wet.

CCHS Annual 
Meeting

Sept. 14   Urbana Civic Center
The annual meeting of the Champaign County 

Humane Society will be Sept. 14 at the Urbana Civic 
Center, 108 E. Water St., Urbana. 

The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. with 
refreshments. The business meeting will start at 7 p.m. 
The main order of business is election of nine directors 
for the board. Biographies of the board candidates are 
posted on the CCHS Web site www.cuhumane.org.

Executive Director Jason Smith will present a review 
of the year and speak about the future of the Humane 
Society. Treasurer Marlene Walker will give an overview 
of CCHS finances. Representatives from Canine 
Connection will present a program.

We dogs love to walk! Don’t you? Welcome! Come on in!
CCHS puts out the welcome mat for  

Aug. 12-14 Open House and Adoptathon
The Champaign County Humane Society held an 

open house and Adoptathon Aug. 12-14 to celebrate our 
accomplishments and renovations.  

Because CCHS is no longer boarding animals for Animal 
Control of Champaign County or of the cities of Champaign 
and Urbana, the kennel space within the shelter has been 
renovated and rearranged.  

An isolation ward for dogs, a holding area for incoming, 
and new nursery space has been created from reassigned 
space. The small puppy room will now house small animals 
– rabbits, guinea pigs, hampsters, gerbils, etc. 

The floors throughout the shelter have been sealed, 
which not only improves the aesthetics but also the 
conditions for our animals and our staff who care for 
them. A fresh coat of paint on the walls brightens the 
environment. Improvements also have been made to the 
driveway.

The staff took advantage of the timing of the opening of 
the county’s Animal Services Facility to complete the work. 
CCHS dogs were temporarily boarded off site.
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Pawprints is the 
quarterly newsletter of 
the Champaign County 
Humane Society. The 
CCHS, incorporated in 
1951, is a nonprofit, non-
governmental organization 
dedicated to preventing 
cruelty to animals, 
promoting animal welfare, 
and educating the public 
about humane care and 
treatment for all animals. 
CCHS is an “open door” 
shelter and accepts all 
animals in need, regardless 
of age, physical condition 
or adoptability. Pawprints is 
a copyrighted publication; 
permission to reprint any 
item is given, provided 
that CCHS–Pawprints is 
acknowledged. All inquiries 
and article submissions 
should be directed to the 
Pawprints Editorial Board, 
in care of CCHS. This issue 
was designed and edited by 
Mare Payne.

Board of Directors 
Executive Committee

Chuck Feinen 
president

Carole Lindholm 
vice president
Mare Payne 

secretary
Marlene Walker 

treasurer
Board Members

Lisa Burgoon
Brad Hudson
Vickie Jarrell
Leroy Neitzel

Jim Niedelman
Tamara Reid

Gloria Sax

Executive Staff
Jason Smith 

executive director 
director@cuhumane.org

Michelle McKnight 
shelter manager 

michelle@cuhumane.org
Jennifer Stone, DVM 
shelter veterinarian 
jen@cuhumane.org

Katie Widlacki 
volunteer coordinator 

2.volunteer@cuhumane.org

Jamie Hanoka 
finance manager 

jamie@cuhumane.org

Champaign County 
Humane Society 
1911 E. Main St.
Urbana, IL 61802

217-344-7297

www.cuhumane.org 

Open 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday 
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Dr. Jennifer Stone
From the Shelter Veterinarian

Dr. Jennifer Stone and a shelter cat
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It is July and 
kitten season is 
now upon us in all 
of its furry glory. 
During this time we 
often get caught 
up in the urgency 
of the moment and 
forget to reflect 
on where we have 
been in the past 
year. I have the 
unique perspective 
of a person who 
has been on the 
inside and has 
seen how very 
much we have 
accomplished in a 
very short time. 

One of our 
biggest successes 
has been overall 
improvement of the 
surgery program. 
We have achieved 
100 percent spay/
neuter and have 
been lucky enough 
to have some very 
generous donors 
who have helped 
us get our new 
surgery suite up 
and running.

The senior 
student rotation 
with the University 
of Illinois College 
of Veterinary 
Medicine has 
been especially 
successful in 
helping to achieve 
our 100 percent 
spay/ neuter 
policy while 
simultaneously 
providing these 
soon-to-be 
veterinarians with 
invaluable surgical 
experience. 
During their two-

week rotations, the 
veterinary students 
are expected to 
perform a variety of 
neuters and spays 
that range in difficulty 
over the course of the 
rotation. This allows 
them to increase their 
surgical skill and their 
confidence that they 
will eventually take 
with them into private 
practice. 

We have 
occasionally 
performed other 
necessary surgeries 
for animals that have 
special needs. For 
instance, a wonderful 
long-haired orange 
tabby cat came to us 
this spring with one of 
the worst broken legs I 
have ever seen. It was 
an open fracture with 
a terrible infection in 
it. Without surgery he 
would have lost his 
life, but the senior 
student and I removed 
his leg and today 
Radius is healthy, 
happy and most 
importantly going to a 
new home!  
We also have 
performed a variety 
of other procedures 
including entropion 
repair (entropion is a 
congenital condition 
in which the eyelids 
roll inward and the 
hair of the eyelid 
rubs the cornea 
of the eye), mass 
removal, necessary 
forelimb and hind 
limb amputations, and 
even a procedure to 
save the eye of a cat 
with a very serious 

corneal ulcer. 
All of these 

procedures would cost 
several hundred dollars 
at a private veterinary 
clinic, but we have 
performed them at 
the shelter to increase 
the adoptability of 
a few of our very 
special friends and to 
allow the students to 
expand their surgical 
experience beyond 
the routine neuter and 
spay. 

In the near future 
we are hoping to work 
out an agreement with 
the U. of I. College of 
Veterinary Medicine 
dentistry department 
that would allow 
senior students on 
the dentistry rotation 
to come to the shelter 
to perform dental 
cleanings and tooth 
extractions on animals 
with gum disease. This 
should result in brighter 
smiles for everyone but 
we are going to need 
a lot of equipment in 
order to accomplish 
this ambitious goal.

In addition to 
these impressive 
accomplishments, 
we have re-organized 
our medical program; 
opened two communal 

cat rooms; 
performed 
a flawlessly 
executed kitten 
shower (with 
lots of credit for 
our wonderful 
volunteer 
coordinator 
and all of the 
volunteers who put 
in so much time 
toward making 
it run smoothly); 
started several 
new adoption 
programs, 
including the 
Ms. Garbo Fund 
and Seniors for 
Seniors, all while 
managing to 
pull the entire 
staff together 
to achieve a 
higher standard 
of understanding 
and cooperation 
between all areas 
of the shelter.

This is a work 
in progress and 
we still have 
miles to go, but 
now would be an 
excellent time to 
allow ourselves 
a moment of 
reflection and 
perhaps a small 
pat on the back. 

Good job 
everyone! 
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Champaign-Urbana collides with planet
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By Jim Niedelman

Go figure. Animal Planet’s 
impact on Champaign-Urbana was 
timed perfectly to fall on one of the 
hottest dog days of summer. And, 
there were plenty of hot dogs on 
display on this hot day.

The Animal Planet Expo drew 
thousands of animal lovers to 
Dodds Park on July 9. From insects 
to reptiles, there was indeed 
something for everyone. Options 
included exercise, exhibits and live 
entertainment.

It was truly a spectacular scene 
for dog lovers. The Frisbee dogs 
handled the heat seemingly with 
ease making catch after catch 
without missing a beat. Airy Carrie 
was just one of the canines that 
awed the crowd. The athletic dogs 
not only showed off incredible skills, 
they also beat the odds. Several of 
them overcame serious illnesses. The 
message from the Animal Planet hosts 
was clear – all pets deserve a chance. 
These animals showed how far they can 
go with plenty of loving care.

“I think it is always important to 
remind the community that companion 
animals are a huge part of our lives and 
that there are millions of people who 
take companion animal issues very 
seriously,” said Jason Smith, exective 
director of the Champaign County 
Humane Society.

The fun with dogs didn’t stop with 
the Frisbees. Dog fans also had the 

opportunity to take pictures with their 
favorite pets at “Safari Snaps.” Then, 
there was the chance for children to 
“pin the tail on the puppy” at one game 
tent.

Not all exhibits showcased traditional 
domestic animals. A butterfly garden 
shed light on some of nature’s delicate 
beauty. On the rougher side, there was 
the animal house where reptiles ruled 
the day. Anyone who passed through 
got a glimpse of a legless lizard, a 
bearded dragon and an African pygmy 
hedgehog.

Everyone could pick a favorite spot 
on the Animal Planet tour, but that 
would miss the point. The event simply 

proved how important animals are to 
the world we live in and to our lives 
personally. The Champaign County 
Humane Society pitched its own 
tent proudly as part of an event that 
regards animals so highly.

“The experience was invaluable 
to CCHS. The Animal Planet Expo 
allowed us to reach people on an 
unprecedented scale and gave us 
a chance to show people what we 
are about and what we believe in,” 
Smith said.

It’s a rare event when worlds 
collide. The uplifting impact of this 
orbit by Animal Planet will prove to 
be difficult to eclipse.

The CCHS booth at the Animal Planet Expo, sponsored by Insight Communications, was a very popular destination 
for visitors. Staff members and volunteers staffed the booth, which featured humane education games, a slide show 
of adoptable animals, CCHS-emblazoned merchandise, and info on the myriad services and programs of CCHS. 

GIANT Garage Sale a GIANT success
By Mare Payne

One hundred and one volunteers once again in two 
weeks transformed Kesler Hall at the Champaign County 
Fairgrounds into a premier sales showroom where 
bargain hunters delighted in the treasures found at the 
CCHS GIANT Garage Sale.

The line of eager shoppers began forming before 5:30 
a.m. May 27 – 90 minutes before the doors opened. 
The crowd swelled as the day progressed and remained 

heavily steady on the second day as well. 
Our second-biggest fundraiser did not disappoint -- the 

sale that started in a driveway in Urbana in 1985 and made 
$1,500 -- netted $33,000 for CCHS in 2005. 

A “Boutique” section that showcased antiques, uniques 
and collectibles was created in an expanded jewelry 
department. Donations to the sale were evaluated by three 
antique dealers and those deemed worthy were priced for 

See Garage sale, page 4

Animal Planet, 
that is
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Garage sale, from page 3
more than garage sale prices and placed in the special 
section. The electric train cars were a popular find as 
was the depression glass and antique toys. 

Another addition to the sale this year that was well 
received was the concession stand that served lemon 
shakeups, corn dogs and coffee and pastries. Bidwell’s 
Concessions of St. Joseph put in long hours on sale 
days and shared part of their profits with CCHS.

The dedicated CCHS volunteers recorded 2,539 
hours of service in unrelenting good humor as well as 
unrelenting hot weather. This event works because 
they do such a terrific job.

Thanks are also due to our business partners: 
• Alexander Lumber, Champaign, for providing the 
plywood for our table tops
• Blum’s Office Supply, Champaign, for providing our 
cash registers
• CBH Moving and Storage, Champaign, for lending us 
a Mayflower moving van for storing merchandise
• Central Waste, Urbana, for donating a Dumpster 
during the two weeks of the setup and sale
• County Market and Schnucks in Urbana for sharing 
their grocery carts
• Panera Bread Company, Champaign, for providing 
trash bags for clothing 
• Sleep Inn, Urbana, who lent us pens after a manager 
who was shopping Friday noticed we were short

Above: The crowd began gathering before 5:30 a.m. New this year was food service 
throughout the sale by Bidwell’s Concessions. Below: Well-organized books and music.

Photos by Barbara Meyer

Annual Kitten Shower sends 
27 felines to new homes

eople came by the dozens to view and   
        to visit the kittens and cats at the annual 
Kitten Shower held in Lincoln Square Village. Calico, 
grey, black, black and white, buff, or marmalade, felines 
of every stripe and color were represented in the more 
than 75 cats and kittens at the mall on July 16. Each 
was hoping the two-mile trip resulted in finding a forever 
home.

The Kitten Shower is one of CCHS’s most successful 
large adoption events. The mall venue helps reach 
a new pool of potential adopters, many drawn to the 
shower because they are attending the popular farmer’s 
market held in the same location each Saturday. 

Patterned after 
a baby shower, 
the Kitten 
Shower is also 
an opportunity 
for CCHS friends 
to contribute 
needed supplies 
and funds for the 
pets.

Shelter staff 
and volunteer 
adoption 
counselors 

processed applications at a steady 
pace and were pleased to send 27 
cats and kittens (and two rabbits) to 
new homes. To make the application 
process easier and the transition for 
the cats less stressful, the usual  
24-hour waiting period was waived.

The results of the Kitten Shower 
aren’t confined to one day in July. 
Countless cats are adopted after the 
shower because of the impression 
they made at the event. “We adopted 
one of our cats about two weeks 
after the Kitten Shower last year,” 
said one woman. “We can’t imagine 
our lives without him.”

P
The Courtyard of Lincoln 
Square Village was filled 
with kittens and cats 
and eager adopters 
– along with an army of 
CCHS staff members 
and volunteers – for the 
annual Kitten Shower. 
Below, volunteer Shelby 
Stifle worked the Kitten 
Shower in one of the new 
CCHS Volunteer T-shirts 
that are available for sale 
from Volunteer Coordina-
tor Katie Widlacki at the 
shelter. 
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Your special 
thoughts are 
meaningful 
to those 

who send them, to those 
who receive them, and 
to those who are helped 
by them. We make every 
effort to list memorial 
and honorary donations 
correctly; if there is an 
error, please let us know. 
This issue contains all the 
special thoughts recorded 
at CCHS between April 8 
and July 30, 2005.

In memory of
Jane Phillips
Delorus Grece, Mildred & 
Norman Barnett, Genevieve 
Handke, Kimberley Nystrom, 
James & Katie Corray

Maije
Marie Neal

Corey
Carrie Storrs

Duchess
Hans & Doris Selin

Diane White of Southern 
Illinois, a Rottweiller breeder
Kevin Atherton & C.E. Bail

Bob Welborn
Karen Walker

Buddy Fitzgarrald
Betty Hollister

Bud Klein
Larry & Susan Carter

Patton, we still miss you
Webber Family

Reno & Cleota Lenz and Sam
Rena Lee Lenz

Reno & Cleota Lenz and Baby, 
a 19-year-old CCHS protégé
Cherie Lenz

Sherry Routh
Tim & Sara Ingram, Paul & 
Drew Routh, Betty Routh, 
Mark Routh, Record Room 
& Friends at Carle Clinic, 
Michael Richardson, Carol 
Fiock, Connie Wilson & Family, 
Judy Kelley & Family, Robert 
Routh, Donald Routh, Velma 
Baylor, Stefanie Crownover, 
Sharon Horney, Coach House 
of Mattoon, John & Marla 
McCollum, Brenda & Roger 
Gadberry

Nita Aprill
Jan & Todd Stewart

Nita and Jerry Aprill to honor the 
legacy of love for animals they 
left behind
Karen Aprill

Adam van Melle
Lois & Harry Hilton, Nancy 
Bollero & Steven Bentz, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Lopeman, Nancy 
Lopeman, Rena Lee Lenz, Cherie 
Lenz, Laura Huth & Jeremy 
Morgan, Jan Simon, Anne 
Ehrlich, Stan & Kristy Freeman 
(in memory of Adam, our favorite 
waiter), Marvin Gerstein & 
Meriane O’Grady

Carrera, my best friend
Betty Homa

Clem Erlinger
Christy & Creta Cox 

Isa
Jeff Turner

Karen Welke
Carle Hospital Cath Lab Staff

Charlie
Jane Sloman

Mary Anderson
Mary Ann & Don Bilyeu

Pamela Joy
UIUC Admissions and Records 
Staff, Suzanne Zelle, Steve & 
Suellen, Doug & Boo, Greg & 
Kay, Janet & Phil, Jim & Phyllis, 
Harriett Weatherford, Christine 
Beuoy, Debra Bolgla, Connie 
Johnson

Cubby Pope
Harriett Weatherford, Karen 
Koenig

Marjorie Vogt
Sharron Vogt, Kathleen Guidi

C.J. Loeschen
Carrie Stewart

MacArthur, Ken & Nancy’s dog
Rick, Cindy & Daniel Borup

Cooper, thank you for your love
Barbara Weaver

Shirley Asklund
Dan & Betty Rice, Phil Wiley, A&R 
Mechanical Contractors, Roger 
Foss

Wolf, a Pomeranian whom 
Duncan and Angus taught to be 
a real dog
Mary E. Hamstrom

Murphy, beloved companion of 
Mary Stuart
Caroline Hibbard

Kelly, our beloved pet dog
Howard & Martha Lamb

Torey, the best Airedale in the 
whole world!
Marilynne Wright

Noel, even though he was with 
us 17 years, he was still our Lil’ 
Boy!
Janice Bahr, Don Kruse & 
Butterscotch

Wally and Spanky, long-lost twin 
brothers who found each other 
at CCHS
Barbara Lytle

Jolie, Dulcie, Pinky and Sunshine
Waneta Mehaffey

Lacey, 10 years was not long 
enough to spend with her
Robert & Ola Smith

Adeline Lafferty
Judy Blaker

Mikey
Sharon Decker

Mabel Sharick
Pam Strzesak

Woofy Arteman
Cindy Dodds

Mouser, 1992-2004
Mary Farner

Tippy, beloved companion for 18 
years, we miss you
Roberta McElmurry

Bear, we miss her very much!
Richard & Wanda McCoy, Sheba 
and Toby

Hazelnut, Rooster and Topper, 
three great dogs will be missed 
forever
Dogz-R-It

Charlie, my daughter’s beloved 
companion and CCHS alum
Barb Winchester

Elizabeth Dey
Ranger, Heidi & Rick, Anita 
Crawford, Hellene & Tom Kacich, 
Thomas Redmond, Natalie & 
Julian Frankenberg, Nate, Mary 
& Natalie Fleming, Harriett 
Weatherford, Jim & Vicki Trask

Blitzen the Collie
Evelyn Weber

Rinney, family dog of Jimmy, 
Doug and Cheryl Gherna
Daniel, Rick & Cindy Borup

Mary Beth and her beloved pets
Nancy Johnson and Ken 
Bengoechea

Libby Sue, beloved kitty of Jodie 
Peterson
Garrie Burr

Hootina, beloved cockatiel 
of Crystal, Brandon and John 
Graham
Ruby & Sherry Slade

Jill Billington, the ultimate cat 
lover!
Edith Daniels

Jason Whitt
Michael Wilson & Lisa Kelly-
Wilson

Donald Holthoff and his dog 
Patches
Mr. & Mrs. C.R. Bell

Jersey, a sweet wiggle-butt 
brindle Boxer with a heart of 
gold.
Marlene Walker, Barbara Meyer, 
Tom Schaefges

Widget
Michael Wilson & Lisa Kelly-
Wilson

In honor of 

Muffin, Patch, Doozer, Peanut, 
Tiny, Savanah, Doger, Melhouse
Regan Jimison

Lacey, what a great dog you are!
Webber Family

Casey, Miniature Schnauzer 
adopted from CCHS July 2000
Roger & Karen Carlson

Nip, Tuck, Dee and Dash, our four 
new feline CCHS alums
Greg & Dixie Whitt

Jody Peterson
Jo Ann Fley

Dan Jackson for adopting two 
CCHS little souls, whose hearts 
he will heal
Sharon Kantanen

CCHS staff and volunteers
Ten Percent Tours

Elizabeth, my CCHS alum cat
Julie Stevenson

Richard and Christie Read
Diane White

Isis
Nancy Clark

Neka, our sweet new Sheltie
Cletus & Norma Day

Jim Heins
Paul & Dollie DuMontelle

Pat Phillips – Happy Birthday!
Margaret & Eugene Wedoff, Paul 
Phillips

Anna Butcher – Happy 
Birthday!
Everyone who donated items 
for CCHS for her 7th birthday 

Josie Runck, Happy Birthday!
Everyone who donated items 
for CCHS for her 6th birthday 

Alexis Berns, in honor of her 
Bat Mitzvah
Polly Hill, Elaine S. Avner

Helen Prestin
Diane White

Ella Lubinski, in honor of her 
Bat Mitzvah
Family and Friends

Special thanks 
To those who have collected 
much needed items or raised 
funds for CCHS … 

Lilli Pearson and classmates

Jimmy Rowland, a musician 
who shares his tips with 
worthy causes

Elena Newmark

Kimberley Nystrom

Maria Conrad

Esther Stoba

VCA Heritage Animal Hospital

Kristina Lawhead

Robert Cooper

Animal Planet

Girl Scout Troop 7

Rural King

Unity West Student Council

Super 8 Motel

Elaine Peppers

Beth Kennedy, a front desk 
employee who purchased 
many many items for our 
reptile department
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We pocket pets appreciate 
your generosity. 
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Sidney Leigh Megeff, as a fifth grade student at East 
Prairie Middle School in Tuscola, was given an assignment in 
the spring to write an essay on a gift she’d been given. This is 
her essay.

What type of animal is covered with fur, makes a barking 
noise, and is “man’s best friend”? The answer to this 

riddle was given to me as a gift, and the best part is, I had no 
idea that this would happen! 

It all started one morning when my mother was watching 
the news report on WCIA 3. During the show, a reporter 
introduced a very sweet dog by the name of Sadie. 

“This old 
girl arrived 
here at the 
Champaign 
County 
Humane 
Society a 
few weeks 
ago,” the 
reporter 
said. “It 
would be 

great for her to spend her last years with a family that loves 
her.” 

Now, my mom is such a softy when it comes to homeless 
animals, so this commercial triggered a thought in her mind. 

Not long after, we were off to the Humane Society. 
“Listen to my words, kids,” my mom said. “I know you are 

all excited about getting to know Sadie. I feel the same way. 
Still, I don’t want you to get your hopes up too quickly. You 
know how your dad feels about adding to our zoo of animals.”

“Yes, Mother!” my siblings and I chorused.
When we met Sadie, we realized the newscaster was not 

exaggerating in the least when he said how sweet she was. 
Sadie might have been old and grey, but we could tell that on 
the inside, she could hold a candle to any Westminster breed. 
Clearly, she felt the same way about us.

Obviously, Mom was right about Dad’s feelings on the 
whole “adding a new pet to our animal kingdom” concept. We 
kids tried everything. We drew cute little pictures of Sadie in 
a softball uniform. (Mom suggested that she should be our 
mascot.) We dropped occasional hints about getting a dog 
in family conversations. We even got to the point where all 
we had left to do was beg, fully equipped with panting and 
whining. By then, mom knew we were itching to get Sadie so 
badly, we needed flea collars. It was time for her to step up 
and take charge,

After all, she is the big dog of the family. 
One afternoon my brother, sister, and I were watching T.V., 

feeling as bored as basset hounds, when we heard mom yell, 
“Kids, come up here and say hi to your grandparents when 
they come by!”

That transformed us from basset hounds to terriers. 
We darted upstairs to wait for Grandpa and Grandma. 
We were standing on our driveway when a familiar black 
convertible eased its way down the road. “Is that our 
car?” asked Mom.

“Yeah!” we harmonized.
“Is that your dad?” she asked.
“Yeah!” we said again.
“Hey, Guys!” said Dad.
 What happened next was unforgettable. He opened 

the door, and Sadie jumped out! “Is that our dog?” I 
asked.

“Yeah!” everyone said. 
No one could wait to yap about our new dog! On the 

day Sadie came home, my smile could have won best in 
show. Getting Sadie was a great suprise, and she was a 
doggone good gift.

‘Tails’ from Home
Sadie savors her sunset years

Marian and Dave Stone of Urbana have rehabilitated 
a couple of CCHS alums, taking Fly through advanced 
agility titles. This is Marian's 'tail' of Sunny, another title 
holder.

Sunny was brought to the shelter sometime in March 
2001, relinquished by his owner. She was starting a 

new job and wanted to take the dog with her in the car 
all day long. Unfortunately he kept getting car sick. So 
she turned him in. 

She said he was housebroken and newspaper 
trained. Dave happened to be at the shelter the day 
Sunny was reliquished and commented on what a 
friendly, outgoing Chihuahua he was. 

I told Dave I had no interest in a Chihuahua, I’d 
never met one that didn’t bite. (I was thinking about 
getting a Papillion.) 

Sunny was adopted within a matter of days, and was 
returned two weeks later. The adopter said he wasn’t 
housebroken. The dog that came back wouldn’t come 
out of the crate and no one was able to touch him. In 
fact, we were told me that he was labeled vicious by 
the shelter staff and it took four people to hold him to 
give him a rabies shot. (He only weighed 3.5 lbs – I’m 
not sure how that many people could find something to 
hold on such a little dog).

Our neighbor at the time was working at the shelter 
and she knew I had been thinking about getting a toy 
dog. She told us that all the normal foster people were 
full and they needed to get Sunny out of the shelter 
because he was biting. Could we work with him? 

She thought since he had been so nice when he 
arrived, and he was only gone two weeks, it wouldn’t 

The Sunny side of life
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CCHS needs your support!
Please join us in our efforts to promote humane attitudes and to prevent cruelty and suffering in our community by 

becoming a member of the Champaign County Humane Society. Your additional gift in memory or in honor of a loved 
one makes a difference in the lives of the companion animals in our care. 

All donations throughout the year (October through September) count toward your level of sponsorship.

_____ Diamond Paw $500 _____ Gold Paw $250  _____ Silver Paw $100  _____ Bronze Paw $65  _____ Four Paws $35

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: day _____________________________ evening: _____________________________ cell: _______________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________ @ __________________________________________________

This is a gift _____ in honor _____ in memory of__________________________________________________________________

Message for Pawprints: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Send acknowledgement of this gift to:

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Champaign County Humane Society. 
 Mail this form and your check to CCHS, 1911 E. Main St., Urbana, IL 61802.

As a private nonprofit, nongovernmental organization, CCHS receives no tax support. 
Your generous gifts to the Champaign County Humane Society are tax-deductible. 

take too long. 
We agreed 
to take 
him mostly 
because of 
the challenge 
and because 
we had never 
worked with 
toy dogs.

Sunny 
was comfortable with us at once though we could not touch 
him anywhere on his back or neck without him reacting. 
He never tried to bite us but we didn’t push him. He was a 
problem at the vets. 

After working with him for about a month we thought he 
could be placed with someone who understood dogs and 
recognized he was quite a dominant animal. There were 
several people who expressed interest in him but we felt 
they would baby him and within a very short time he would 
turn into a nippy, aggressive, dominant dog. So he ended up 
staying. 

I now adore him. He makes me laugh every single day.
Sunny has his beginning and intermediate agility titles. 

I’ve started him in obedience training and hope to compete 
in obedience trials, perhaps this fall. I’ve also done some 
tracking with him. He does a nice job but it isn’t real natural 
for him. I don’t know if he will end up competing but we 
both enjoy playing. 

His best sport is flyball. He is currently the number one 
Chihuahua in North America.

Sunny regularly does demonstrations with our flyball 
team, and regularly gets mobbed by people, particularly 
little girls, who will come running toward him at full speed, 
screaming, with their hands outstretched to pet him. He has 
learned to accept this. 

I do not trust him as I do our other dogs - I think he would 
nip. However he has learned to trust my judgement and will 
accept being handled. 

He’s come a long way and I am so happy we brought 
him home and worked with him. He has brought us a lot 
of pleasure and lots of others pleasure when they see him 
play flyball. He’s a favorite of the crowds at the Assembly 
Hall.

Sunny is the No. 1 Chihuahua in  North America in flyball. 
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Mark Your Calendar
The following events include those that CCHS is sponsoring as well as collaborating with.  

Check the CCHS Web site – www.cuhumane.org – for the lastest details on these  
and other events that will unfold this year. 

Sept. 14
CCHS Annual Meeting
Urbana Civic Center, 108 E. Water St., Urbana
6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 8
Mutt Strut 
8 a.m. Crystal Lake Park, Urbana

Nov. 11 
A Fetching Ball
A fun evening with food and silent and live auctions, 
   presented by Hawthorne Suites
6 p.m. 
(date changed from previous announcement)

Nov. 24
Thanksgiving
CCHS closed

Dec. 25
Christmag
CCHS closed

Jan. 1
New Year’s Day
CCHS closed

Strutt your mutt or one of ours at the first Mutt Strut at Crystal Lake 
Park on Oct. 8. 
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