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See Cat rooms, page 2

Room by Room: 

By Ginny Hudak-David

Call it a cat colony. Call it a cat 
commune. Call it a cat room. 

No matter what terminology you 
use, the group living quarters that 
opened in March are a hit with 
visitors, shelter staff members and, 
most importantly, the cats!

The two cat rooms can 
accommodate up to 30 cats 
according to shelter manager 
Michelle McKnight. The larger room, 
which offers 137 square feet of floor 
space, is equipped with a comfy sofa 
and chair, a bookcase-like structure 
for jumping and napping, cat trees 
to climb, boxes to hide in, and ample 
litter pans and bowls of food and 
water. One of the get-acquainted 

New cat rooms are purr-fect
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rooms has been transformed into the 
smaller of the cat rooms. It can house up 
to 10 cats, who enjoy a chair, cat beds 

and assorted boxes to 
hide and sleep in. Watch 
your step because the 
felines have plenty of toys 
and balls to bat around!

“The cats are so 
happy in their new 
environment,” said 
McKnight, who developed 
the rooms with the 
enthusiastic support of 
CCHS Executive Director 
Jason Smith. 

 “I hope that this will 
dispel the myth, once and 
for all, that cats don’t get 

along with other cats,” Smith said. 

Happy Cats A stimulating environment in two new rooms 
complete with places to hide and perch has improved the lives of 
up to 30 cats at CCHS until they find their forever homes. 
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By Barbara Meyer

April, 1985. “It’s spring, 
and garage sale season 
is on! Save your trash and 
treasures for a big one 
to benefit the Humane 
Society.” That simple 
announcement in Pawprints 
20 years ago launched a 
CU tradition as well as our 
longest ongoing fund-raiser. 
That first sale was held in 
the driveway of a volunteer 
on Iowa Street in Urbana. 
The membership’s response 
soon overwhelmed the small 
property and overflowed into 
the street. We were stunned 
at our success and the then 
fabulous sum of $1,500 

that we raised. The next 
two years saw us setting 
up in the vacant Sears 
Building on Neil Street in 
Champaign, emptied by that 
store’s move to the new 
Market Place Mall. When 
we outgrew that space, we 
moved to what was then 
called the Floral Hall at the 
Fairgrounds, now known as 
Kesler Hall. Here we have 
remained ever since.

Each May, a small 
community springs up 
amidst the green grass 
of the Fairgrounds, and it 
thrives for two weeks. It 
begins on a Sunday when 
a few key volunteers move 



Pawprints is the 
quarterly newsletter of 
the Champaign County 
Humane Society. The 
CCHS, incorporated in 
1951, is a nonprofit, non-
governmental organization 
dedicated to preventing 
cruelty to animals, 
promoting animal welfare, 
and educating the public 
about humane care and 
treatment for all animals. 
CCHS is an “open door” 
shelter and accepts all 
animals in need, regardless 
of age, physical condition 
or adoptability. Pawprints is 
a copyrighted publication; 
permission to reprint any 
item is given, provided 
that CCHS–Pawprints is 
acknowledged. All inquiries 
and article submissions 
should be directed to the 
Pawprints Editorial Board, 
in care of CCHS. This 
issue was designed and 
edited by Mare Payne, with 
assistance from Ginny 
Hudak-David.
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Michelle McKnight

Cat rooms from page 1

From the Shelter Manager

Michelle McKnight and shelter dog
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The public reaction 
to the new cageless 
cat rooms has been 
phenomenal. Few 
visitors to the shelter 
pass the room 
without stopping for 
at least a minute 
or two to watch the 
cats play and lounge 
around in their new 
“home before a 
home,” he said.

Besides the 
obvious advantages 
to the cats of 
exercise and 
a stimulating 
environment, 
potential adopters 
benefit as well 
because they can 
get a much better 
idea of how a newly 
adopted pet might 
adjust to their home 
after adoption. Cats 
that have been 
at the shelter for 

extended periods of 
time are given an 
opportunity to show 
their real personalities 
and, perhaps, to 
be selected for a 
permanent home. 

Take Phoenix, a 
petite black cat who, 
according to her 
former owner, was no 
longer any fun after 
she delivered a litter 

Animal cruelty 
is far too common. 
It is a sad fact that 
there are numerous 
instances of 
inhumane treatment 
of pets and wildlife in 
the region we serve. 
Concerned citizens 
contact CCHS to 
report cruelty and we 
encourage them to 
do so.

CCHS currently 
has seven 
approved humane 
investigators, which 
received certification 
from the Illinois 
Department of 
Agriculture. These 
investigators respond 
to cruelty complaints 
in Champaign, 
Urbana and towns 

throughout Champaign 
County.

In a January 
interview with local 
television, CCHS 
Executive Director 
Jason Smith discussed 
the cruelty program. 
Although it is difficult 
to know precisely, 
we are convinced his 
appearance provided 
the impetus for an 
increase in cruelty 
complaints during the 
first quarter of 2005. 
During that period, 
staff investigated 59 
allegations of abuse or 
cruelty. Many cases do 
not require citations, 
but allow investigators 
to educate owners 
about appropriate 
care for their pets. 

Certain cases require 
stronger action, 
such as citations 
or impoundment. 
An example of such 
action is the recent 
impoundment of 
more than 60 cats 
from a residence in 
Champaign.

As you can imagine, 
caring for such a large 
number of animals 
at one time taxes 
our facility, staff and 
budget. CCHS medical 
staff members and 
volunteers performed 
wellness evaluations, 

vaccinated, 
groomed and 
medicated each 
impounded cat. 
Almost 40 cats 
received additional 
medical treatment 
in foster homes. 
Ultimately, we hope 
they will be placed 
into loving, forever 
homes.

CCHS and its 
supporters are 
partners in our 
cruelty investigation 
program. With your 
financial support 
and our cruelty 
investigation 
staff, we are truly 
making a difference 
for animals in 
Champaign  
County.

McKnight said. 
The quieter 
environment 
filled with toys 
helped reduce 
Flounder’s 
stress.

Shelter staff 
members are 
enthusiastic 
about the cat 
rooms and 
discussions 
are ongoing 
about other 
areas of the 

shelter that could 
become cage-free. 
It’s a bonus that the 
communal rooms 
are easier to clean 
than the many 
cages formerly 
housed in the larger 
cat room, but what 
has the staff sold 
is the much better 
environment for the 
cats. 
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Comfy cats With cat trees for napping, windows for perching, boxes 
for playing, life in the cageless cat rooms is good.  

of kittens. McKnight 
described Phoenix 
as a loving and very 
playful cat, which 
belies the description 
offered when she 
was relinquished. 
Similarly, Flounder, a 
long-haired black cat 
who previously would 
have been classified 
as shy, has become 
much more social, 



Dear members of the Champaign County Humane Society:

Since our founding in 1951, the Champaign County Humane 
Society has been committed to delivering humane care to all animals 
in need, preventing cruelty to animals, promoting animal welfare and 
educating the public. Additionally, it has been our goal to reunite lost 
pets with their guardians and to fi nd homes for those still in need. It 
is a testament to the good will and generosity of this community, our 
supporters and members, that the Society has fulfi lled its mission for 
54 years.

Through the years the Society’s role has changed and grown as our 
capabilities grew. More recently, our ability to provide services has 
been challenged by the ever-growing needs of a thriving community. 
Through the efforts of our staff, volunteers, members and supporters, 
the Society has been able to meet those demands and challenges. 
However, we face new challenges.

One challenge is providing impoundment services for Champaign 
County and the cities of Champaign and Urbana. Balancing the needs 
of the Society and fulfi lling the requirements and desires of the 
governments is a complex and demanding task. Last summer, when 
the Board of Directors found itself unable to always put the Society’s 
interests fi rst because of having to satisfy the contractual obligations 
with the County and cities, the Board decided to discontinue 
impoundment services for them. 

As a result of this decision, the County plans on opening an Animal 
Services Facility. As we understand it, the facility primarily will be 
responsible for the impoundment of animals seized by the County and 
by any cities that contract for impoundment services. While all the 
details of the Animal Services Facility have not been fi nalized, our role 
with the governments will clearly be different than in years past. It is 
our desire to make this a cooperative effort with the Animal Services 
Facility and to work together to provide the best of care to animals in 
our community.

We believe that you should be aware of this situation and be 
assured that the Society’s purpose has not changed. The Society 
will continue to provide shelter, care and medical treatment for 
animals prior to their adoption into permanent, loving homes. We will 
continue to provide stray/owner location services and conduct cruelty 
investigations. We will maintain our current pre- and post-adoption 
services and expand these programs to continue to promote animal 
welfare and humane education. The Society also will maintain its 100 
percent spay/neuter rate of animals before adoption. 

Although our relationship with the County and the cities of 
Champaign and Urbana is changing, the Society’s mission is not. As we 
face these challenges, we look forward to our continued relationship 
with you, our members. We thank you for your support.

     Sincerely,
      
     CCHS Board of Directors
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Seniors for Seniors 
A win-win for cats, owners

By Lauren Conrad

The new CCHS Seniors for Seniors program 
benefi ts felines and their human companions! 
Lauched in February, the program allows senior 
residents who are 55 years or older to adopt 
cats 7 years of age and older for FREE. 

The benefi ts of the program extend far 
beyond just fi nding a permanent home for 
senior cats; it provides companionship for 
residents as well.

The CCHS staff recognized the need to 
adopt more adult cats. The kittens, puppies 
and young adults are often adopted very 
quickly, but the adult cats are left waiting to 
fi nd a loving home. Felines of any age make 
great pets, but many people do not realize that 
9- or 10-year-old cats are only middle-aged; 
they can live up to 20 years of age. 

“We have many great adult and young adult 
cats that need good homes,” said Melissia 
Wilson, front desk supervisor. “The Seniors for 
Seniors program is a benefi t, because it allows 
us to match senior residents with loving pets.”

Do you have room in your family for an 
adult feline? Are you looking for a companion 
to share your days? Please consider getting 
involved in the Seniors for Seniors program. 

There are many health benefi ts for seniors 
who have pets. A study by the ASPCA cited 
decreased stress, blood pressure and 
cholesterol levels; improved blood circulation; 
reduced bone loss; and better overall health for 
seniors who have pets.

To learn more or to participate in the 
Seniors for Seniors program, contact Wilson at 
344-7297 or melissia@cuhumane.org.
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Garage sale, from page 1

Our dear departed long-serving Garage Sale volunteers, from left, Jane Phillips, Harold Slade, Ruth Youmans and 
Joyce Ekker, without whom the sale never could have succeeded. 

sawhorses, clothing racks 
and supplies that have 
been stored all year in 
the shelter garage. Setup 
begins with the arrival of 
plywood for tables and the 
negotiation for space. “Do 
we need more room for 
books this year? Where will 
we put the luggage?” Then  
mid-week the first cars 
and vans loaded with 
donated items appear, 
and most important of all, 
the volunteers arrive. Old 
friends greet each other 
and soon turn to unloading 
cars, pricing, carrying items 
to their respective areas 
in the building. As the 
years go by there’s a little 
sadness when it hits us that 

our little family has another 
loss. Joyce Ekker, Harold 
Slade, Darlene Burr, Ruth 
Youmans, Viola Hilgert, 
Jodie Graham, Jane Phillips 
– all of them are deeply 
missed.

Also every year, without 
fail, we start out wondering 
if we’ll have enough to 
sell, followed a few days 
later by our second worry, 
again without fail – “Where 
are we going to put all this 
stuff?”

Those of us who’ve 
worked the sale for 20 
years have gained a great 
deal of insight into popular 
culture. There was the 
Year of the Electric Woks, 
the Year of the Manual 

Typewriters, and the Year of 
the Fondue Pots.

Some of us remember the 
first microwave oven, first 
piece of exercise equipment, 
first expresso machine, the 
last betamax. Then there are 
the items that return to us 
again and again, such as the 
macramé owl and the brown 
ergometric computer chair. 
Every year there’s a least one 
item that no one can identify 
at all. “What IS this thing?” 
Some items, such as clothing, 
books and baskets, never 
seem to stop. There appears 
to be no end to society’s 
need for newer and better 
clothing, books and baskets. 
The most unusual item that 
I recall was a cremation urn. 
Empty, thankfully. Its history, 
along with most of the items, 
is a mystery.

So if you enjoy pawing 
through old junk, have ever 
loved “playing store” as a 
child, if you have a desk job 
and are ready for something 
a little different – join us 
at the Fairgrounds during 
drop-offs and the sale itself. 

Sale Dates
Friday, May 27, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, May 28, 8 a.m.; bag sale at 1 p.m. 
Donation Drop Offs
Kesler Hall, Champaign County Fairgrounds

Thursday, May 19, noon to 7 p.m. 
Friday, May 20, noon to 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 21, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, May 22, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, May 23, noon to 7 p.m. 
Donations of good, usable, unbroken items 

are gratefully accepted at Kesler Hall at the times 
indicated.  While we appreciate the generosity of 
every contribution, there are some items we must 
turn down. We cannot accept large pieces of furniture, 
large kitchen appliances, windows, doors, outdated 
computer equipment, paint, chemicals and remainders 
from other organizations’ sales.

Retailers: Donations of your excess inventory are 
welcome.
To Volunteer

Contact Katie at CCHS at 344-7297 or 
2.volunteer@cuhumane.org. 

And they’re off Shoppers flood Kesler Hall at 7 a.m. to find their treasures.  
The garage sales over the years have netted more than a quarter-million 
dollars for CCHS.  
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Wear sturdy shoes and bring 
your sense of humor and 
soon you’ll have your own 
collection of stories to tell.

If you are spring cleaning, 
this is your chance to make 
a tax-deductible donation 

Ka-ching! Karen Koening, left, and 
Sherry Slade check out a customer. 

to the shelter. We ask 
that items be in working 
condition, and we are 
unable to accept large 
pieces of furniture, kitchen 
appliances, computers, 
tires and toxic liquids.

And if you love a 
bargain, are a collector 
of just about anything, or 
just want to witness this 
phenomenon itself – come 
on out and shop on the 
Friday and Saturday of the 
Memorial Day weekend. 
Join the early-bird crowd 
at 7 a.m. when the doors 
open on Friday for the best 
selection, then come back 
for the Bag Sale frenzy on 
Saturday afternoon.

Three ways to get 
involved – three ways to 
help the animals at the 
shelter. Will you join us?



Special Thoughts
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Your special 
thoughts are 
meaningful 
to those 

who send them, to those 
who receive them, and 
to those who are helped 
by them. We make every 
effort to list memorial 
and honorary donations 
correctly; if there is an 
error, please let us know. 
This issue contains all the 
special thoughts recorded 
at CCHS between Jan. 20 
and April 7, 2005.

In Memory of …

LB, our wonderful shelter dog 
adopted in December 1987
Joe, Vicky & Andrew Allan

Mollie Fields
Debbi Tasic

Bob Jones, valued friend
Robert & Sonia Carringer

Reba
Bruce & Patricia Hannon

Nellie Hall Taylor
Leroy & Mary Heaton, 
Dorothy Neill, Susan Schmidt, 
Winnie Wilson, H.R. & Kay 
Wetenkamp, John & Sandra 
McManus, Robert & Lanita 
Schuster, Florence Ransom, 
Dennis & Jackie Matthews, 
Frank Scantlebury, Marion 
County Sheriff’s Department– 
Sexual Assault Unit

Wilma Toreson
Provena Covenant Medical 
Center Care Management 
Department

Jason and Connie, they have 
a special place in our hearts
Greg & Dixie Whitt

Jane Phillips, who loved and 
worked for the welfare of 
homeless animals.  She will 
be missed.
Carol McClure, Richard & 
Darlene Bartlow,  Hank & 
Doris Clark, Margaret Chaplan 
& Stephen Lyons, William 
& Beverly Cotter,  John & 
Jane Murray, Karen Koenig, 
Kim Bartlow Maass, Harriett 
Weatherford, Lois Pausch, 
Nancy Lindell, Nancy O’Brien, 
Ruby & Sherry Slade, Joyce 
Hilgert, Vera Hanoka, Carolyn 
Burrell, Patricia Wenzel, 
Delores Grice, Irene Phillippe, 
Frieda Keck, CCHS Board of 
Directors

Alexy George
Norman Compton, Norton 
& Rebecca Compton, Jenny 
Grimsley, Mrs. Jason Collins, 
Mr. and Mrs. James Fellmann, 
David Frasca, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gus George, Mitch & Becky 
Harden

Qatsi
Jeffrey & Leny Hellyer, Arthur 
Hellyer

Erika Johnson
The faculty and staff of Urbana 
High School

Moose
Cindy Houser

Betty Jean Peters
Mr. & Mrs. William Mitchell, Staff 
at The Center and Piattran, The 
Crowdson Family, The Bosquz 
Family, The Peters Family, The 
Brantley Family

Brandy, beloved dog of Jan 
Clifton
Jan’s Amdocs co-workers

Patrick Watson
“Toby,” Chris & Lynn Stalker

Delores Pricer
Theresa Schmitt, Veanie Martin, 
Duane & Judith Bowring

Linda Kirby
Wayne & Ann Scott

Max, who was always there 
when I needed you
Katie Amber

Tom Taylor, a great guy and good 
friend
Cindy Dodds and Dennis 
Willoughby

Galahad
Dawn Schultz

Sammy and Keisha
Dogz-R-It Inc.

Charles Brown
Staff of CCAR-Recreation

Scruffy Porton
Mary & George Perlstein, Diane & 
George Miller

Sally, our CCHS alum
Elly Brophy

Nosey, Madonna, Callie and Miss 
Pearl, our cats
Mac & Ann Sargent

Ky, on the anniversary of his 
adoption from CCHS
Shirley Merryman

Pugsy
Cindi, Bruce, Rob & Jamie 
Wellman

Maxine Ebeling, Skeeter, Sissy & 
Scratch – miss you so much!
Donald Ebeling

Chester the cat
Evelyn Weber

Easter
Jane Block

Buster Weatherford
Elizabeth Pellum

Glen Curtiss
Cyndi Paceley

Loki and Lucy, two great dogs
Heidi Hanson and Dee Dewitt

Merna C. Smith, she is missed
Ronald Smith & Family

Victor and Buttercup
Michael & Elaine Palencia-Roth

Diva & Kira
Sarah Cardiff

Babe – aka “Hey Babe”
Andrea Poling

Bing
Marsha Trione

Robert A. Wijsman
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Arnstein

Sheba
Cletus Day Jr.

Lacey
Robert E. & Ola Smith

Joey, Teddy Bear, Frisco, 
Tinkerbell & Sam
Jim, Laurie & Alison Dey

Josephine Minneci, beloved 
mother of Joe & Pete Minneci
Bob & Holly Clemons

Spencer, beloved pet of Donna & 
Arlen Eiskamp
Sherry Slade

Bo, beloved pet and loving 
companion of Fran Houseton
Ruby & Sherry Slade

Easton, she gave us 13 years 
of joy
Kathi, Sandy & Brian McAndrew

Jason Whitt
Michael Wilson & Lisa  
Kelly-Wilson

Tiffy
Mary Ellen Hickle Trust

Demi
James J. Morris

Murphy, beloved dog of Lon & 
Trina Simpson
Larry & Judy Johnson

Orville Gates
Glen & Eva Gates, Ruth Jesso, 
Irene Phillippe, Jim & Beth Jesso, 
Esther Launderville

Widget
Vera Hanoka, Ellen & Dave 
Willcox, Harriett Weatherford, 
Gloria Sax, Jamie Hanoka

Ernest Hopkins
Patricia Burell

Inez Van Koten
Mr. & Mrs. C.R. Bell

Kasha
Vera Hanoka, Gloria Sax

Calypso and Jacob
Rebecca McBride

Archie, beloved Hardy Family pet
Leslie White

Clem, our wonderful dog.  We 
miss you!
Kevin, Julie, Dominic & Anthony

Ilean Brown
Lindermann Miller

Sammy Holstein
Mary Ann & Ed Tiedemann

Miss Goo
Bill, Helen & Dale Carpenter

Rinnie Gherna
Nancy & Mike Mahoney

Goober
Gloria Sax

In Honor of …

Dr. D. Dust, Dr. K. Spoerer 
and staff at Heritage Animal 
Hospital.  Thanks for your 
excellent care of LB
Joe, Vicky & Andrew Allan

Dr. Kara Spoerer and staff at 
the Heritage Animal Hospital.  
Thanks for all your wonderful 
care given to Pixie, my CCHS 
alum
Gail Trent

Roo, everything we want in a 
cat and more
Gary & Cleo Miller

Rob Chambers – Happy Birthday
C. Bridgeford, Marsha Clinard 
and Charlie Boast

Joannie Vriner, a friend to dogs 
in need of good homes
Anonymous

Lucy, our black lab
Rachael Jannusch

John & Joann Walton – Happy 
50th Anniversary
Ken Bengoechea

Killian
Ann Gehant

Giget
Helen M. Widick

Gretel, our happy schnauzer
Boyd & Kay Jackson

Carrie Bissey
Shea Nangle & Mary Kathleen 
Kern

Sydney, a new kitten from 
CCHS
Troy & Jamie Dunn

Jeff & Bella, CCHS alums, 
we’re blessed to have you!
Bryan & Vickie Hart

Cookie – just a great dog!
Karinsa Moline

Asjha, our princess
Mike & Roseanne Cloney

Ian Wallace
Anwyn Payonk

Fluffy, my wonderful CCHS 
alum, part of my life for 10 
years!
Cindy Dodds

Cool Whip, our loyal and 
beloved pet
Phill & Donalee Roberts

Chelsea Angelo, an American 
hero
Vera Hanoka

Emily Pawlicki – Happy 
Birthday!
Friends and family of Emily

Brownie
Jim, Laurie & Alison Dey

Gladys Taylor
The Mahoney Family

“Thank you!  Your generous gifts in memory and in 
honor of your loved ones mean a better life for the other 
dogs, as well as the cats, pocket pets and birds under 
the care of the Champaign County Humane Society.”  

Photo by Tom Schaefges
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Collaboration with CARE benefits shelter pets, public
By Gloria Sax

People come into the shelter looking for a dog to adopt, 
but no one sees me. 

I’m not invisible. I’m not hidden. I’m not out of sight in the 
back. I’m right here, in the kennel next to the cute puppies, 
the small dogs, and the lighter colored dogs. 

I’ve been here for months. 
I was brought here by my family because 

they didn’t have time, or suddenly developed 
allergies, or moved to a place that didn’t 
allow dogs (why did they move there?), blah, 
blah, blah. 

The truth is they adopted me because I 
was a cute puppy.

They thought I was fun for about a week, 
then after that, they saw me as a problem. 

The kids who were so excited to play with 
me suddenly needed to do homework or go 
out with their friends instead of taking me for 
a walk. 

The socialization that I so desperately 
needed as a puppy was neglected because I 
chewed up the shoes and peed on the floor. 

So my family ostracized me and FORGOT about me.
I would have learned the rules if they had taught me the 

rules, but they got bored with me or impatient with me, and 
they said I was a bad dog because I didn’t know the rules. 

Then they brought me here and said they had allergies
So here I am at the shelter and no one will even look at 

me. I’m not a cute puppy anymore and I’m not a little dog. 
Puppies and little dogs, that seems to be what everyone is 
looking for. 

Because I’m black and my eyes are brown, you can’t 
easily see my eyes. 

Another dog told me that people think they can read 
thought and expression in dogs’ eyes. 

You know, you don’t have to see my eyes to know what 

I’m thinking. 
Look at my wagging tail, my ears up, perky and alert, my 

front legs down and hind legs up in the dog-universal “Let’s 
play!” stance. 

Or just come close and see my brown eyes. But no one 
comes close. 

They walk by me everyday and adopt the 
puppies, the small dogs, the prettier dogs.

I’ve been here for several months now and 
I’m getting depressed and frustrated.

I need a family, a pack. 
I need training to be able to live happily with 

my pack. I don’t speak English so you’ll need to 
work on communicating with me. 

This is all new to me, so I won’t be Lassie 
after one training session. 

Patience is a virtue. I am what you make me. 
It will take time and lots and lots of patience,

I promise to do my best and try to make you 
proud.

But this is the most important thing. 
When you decide to make this commitment 

and take me home, it’s for my whole life. 
You are promising to take care of me until I die of old age, 

not just for a week or a month or a year. 
In return, I’ll promise you that I shall cheer you up when 

you’re sad and be your pal when you’re lonely. 
I’ll learn the rules you give me and I’ll play the games you 

teach me. 
I’ll be there to greet you and love you everyday when you 

come home to me. 
I promise to be your companion, faithful and true, till the 

last beat of my heart. 
And when I’m old and gray and the light goes out of my 

eyes, promise me that you’ll be there looking into my brown 
eyes and loving me.

If you’ve ever had the privilege to work or 
volunteer at a Humane Society or animal 
shelter, you have probably noticed that there 
is a preponderance of a certain type of dog. 

Take a walk down the kennel row and you’ll 
see this same dog over and over again. They 
don’t look exactly alike, but the similarities 
are astounding. They’re over 50 pounds, 

Lab mix, Shepard mix, Rotty mix, Chow mix, 
black dog with a little brown, white spot on 
chest, never been trained, will pull on leash, 
pee on your carpet, and chew your furniture.        

There are plenty of shelter dogs waiting for the right person. Maybe that person is you. 
If you are interested in coming to see one, visit us at CCHS, 1911 W. Main Street, Urbana

The Shelter Dogs

CCHS is pleased that a 
representative from the CARE 
Center (Companion Animal Resource 
and Education Center) has joined 
the Society’s Humane Education 
Committee. The mission of CARE 
(www.carecentercu.org/) is to provide 
education and resources that foster 
a mutually supportive bond between 
companion animals and people. 

Our first joint venture was the “Cats 
101” class held in February through 

Urbana Adult Education. The seminar, 
which presents insight into common 
cat behaviors such as scratching, using 
the litter box, and interactions with 
other animals in the household, will 
be offered periodically in the future. 
The Humane Ed Committee hope that 
animal companion guardians will better 
understand their cat’s behavior and be 
better prepared to correct situations 
that would otherwise cause an animal 
to be relinquished to the shelter. 

The Humane Education Committee’s 
focus is to develop educational 
programs that can be used in both 
classroom situations as well as in 
the shelter with tour groups. Soon to 
come are three interactive in-shelter 
displays that teach the concepts 
of pet overpopulation and pet-care 
responsibility, as well as a dog-bite 
prevention program. Watch for them at 
the shelter and let us know what you 
think!

This story is told from the viewpoint of those dogs. They are
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CCHS needs your support!
Please join us in our efforts to promote humane attitudes and to prevent cruelty and suffering in our community by 

becoming a member of the Champaign County Humane Society. Your additional gift in memory or in honor of a loved 
one makes a difference in the lives of the companion animals in our care. 

All donations throughout the year (October through September) count toward your level of sponsorship.

_____  Diamond Paw $500  _____  Gold Paw  $250   _____  Silver Paw  $100   _____  Bronze Paw  $65   _____  Four Paws  $35

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  day  _____________________________  evening:  _____________________________  cell:  _______________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________  @  __________________________________________________

This is a gift _____ in honor _____ in memory of__________________________________________________________________

Message for Pawprints: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Send acknowledgement of this gift to:

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Champaign County Humane Society. 
 Mail this form and your check to CCHS, 1911 E. Main St., Urbana, IL 61802.

As a private nonprofit, nongovernmental organization, CCHS receives no tax support.  
Your generous gifts to the Champaign County Humane Society are tax-deductible. 

During the past year, CCHS has been participating in the IGA HVC Charitable Rebate 
Program. By registering your HVC card to CCHS, CCHS will receive a rebate for a 
percentage of your purchases. 

All current enrollments will expire July 1. It is time to re-enroll (or enroll!) your HVC card 
number to CCHS’s organization number. This enrollment will be for the program year July 
1, 2005, through June 30, 2006. All forms received during April, May and June will count 
toward this year’s purchases as well as for the new program year. 

Complete the form below and drop it off at the service desk of any of these stores:

Jerry’s IGA, Kirby Avenue, Champaign
Jerry’s IGA, Round Barn Center, Champaign
LeRoy IGA, LeRoy
Arcola IGA, Arcola
Arthur IGA, Arthur
Tuscola IGA, Tuscola
Jerry’s IGA, Hoopeston
Jerry’s IGA, Sullivan
Clinton IGA, Clinton, IN
Rockville IGA, Rockville, IN
West Vigo IGA, West Terre Haute, IN

CCHS can benefit from your grocery shopping

IGA HVC Charitable Rebate Member Enrollment

Date: 

Name: 

HVC Card Number: 4 -100 

Organization Name: Champaign County Humane Society

Organization Number: 055014
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Mark Your Calendar
The following events include those that CCHS is sponsoring as well as collaborating with. 

Check the CCHS Web site – www.cuhumane.org – for the lastest details on these 
and other events that will unfold this year. 

May 1-7 
Be Kind to Animals Week
May 7
Bark in the Park 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Dog Training Club of Champaign-Urbana (see page 1)

 2004  By the numbers 
By Jim Niedelman

A look back at 2004 demonstrates 
a couple of things regarding the impact 
animals have in today’s society. First, 
too many need homes. Second, there 
are lots of people willing to give them 
homes, although “supply” continues to 
exceed demand. The continuing effort of 
CCHS last year supports both.

In 2004, 5,229 animals wound up at 
CCHS. Of those, 2,076 were dogs and 
2,748 were cats. There’s no doubt those 
are big numbers, but the tireless work of 
the CCHS staff and volunteers ensured 
that most of them wound up in caring 
homes. By year’s end, 2,899 

animals were adopted: 1,495 cats and 
kittens as well as 1,080 puppies and 
dogs.

That incredible volume would not 
be possible without CCHS volunteers. 
During 2004, volunteers gave almost 
9,225 hours of their personal lives to 
help CCHS carry out its mission. Three of 
them – Amanda Charles, Brad Hudson 
and Nancy Krug – spent more than 200 
hours each volunteering. Last year, 24 
people opened their homes to foster 
animals that needed special attention. 
Those loving homes welcomed 594 cats 
and 71 dogs.

May 27-28 
CCHS Gigantic Garage Sale
Kesler Hall, Champaign County Fairgrounds (see page 1)
(Drop-offs of saleable items accepted May 19-23 at Kesler Hall)

May 30
Memorial Day, CCHS closed

July 16
Kitten Shower

Nosing out 
the news

Nosing out 
the news

Nosing out 
the news

Nosing out 

Two CCHS cats were entered in the 
Household Cat Competition of the Illini Cat 
Club’s Annual All-Breed Cat Show on March 
26. Ed placed fourth, and Goliath, a Maine 
Coon mix, placed ninth.

CCHS Board Member Jim Niedelman, 
NewsChannel 15 anchor, judged an Easter 
Egg-decorating contest during the show. 
Those proceeds will be donated to CCHS.

Snip!
CCHS’s spay/neuter clinic in late February 

altered 23 cats. Microchipping and rabies 
services were available as well.

Cat’s meow!


