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New Executive Director eager Keys to introducing a new
adult cat into your home:
for the challenge
Personality, patience and persistence
ason Smith says
interested shelter staff in

he was extremely
pleased when offered
the position of executive
director of CCHS in early
December 2004. And the
timing was excellent. He
had just ﬁnished his last
ﬁnal at the University of
Illinois prior to receiving his
BS in biochemistry.
Smith joined the shelter
staff in 2003 as a laboratory
technician and also worked
at the front desk and in the
kennels.
“I became a person who
could ﬁll in anywhere,” he
says, because of his time in
the various areas of shelter
operations.
As the lead investigator
in CCHS’s animal cruelty
investigations program,
which includes humane
investigations, spay/neuter
compliance, and special
adoption follow-up, Smith
has seen the worst and
witnessed change.
“It can be thankless,
tedious and depressing,” he
says of the investigations,
but he also considers it one
of the most gratifying jobs
at the shelter and many
times loved doing them. “I
get to see the product of my
work through the animal’s
progress.” He developed
the operating manual and
reports for CCHS cruelty
investigations and is
working on the new training
program to be offered to

the spring.
All of his shelter positions
draw on his management
and people skills, honed
through his retail and
supervisory experience
as a store manager with
Blockbuster Video and as
a Sergeant and Platoon
Sergeant in the U.S. Marine
Corps. His ﬁve years of
military service, which
included time as a member
of the presidential support
team in Washington, D.C.,
underpins his belief that
employees thrive in a work
environment when made
accountable and granted
trust and given a consistent
administrative structure and
strong communications.
Smith wasn’t new to
animal welfare work when
he applied for the CCHS
lab position two years ago.
He had previously been a
volunteer at a no-kill shelter
in the Chicago area, where
he adopted Layla, his
FIV-positive cat, from the
special adoption room set
aside for affected felines.
Smith’s dog, Grifﬁn, is a
CCHS alum who is ﬁnally
learning some manners
in a loving home after
being seized in a cruelty
investigation as a puppy.
Because he is early in his
tenure as the new ED, Smith
says he isn’t instituting huge
changes at the moment,
See Executive Director, page 2

Some pet owners contemplating adding to a cat to
their families think disharmony is the norm. Introducing
a new feline to your household can be challenging but it
isn’t always. And the rewards are many. You gain love and
companionship. Your current pet — dog or cat — gains a
companion. And your new pet is getting a new lease on life.
A 2004 survey of veterinarians conducted by Harris
Interactive reports that vets believe that many single cats
may be suffering separation
anxiety syndrome. Seven out
of 10 vets surveyed agree
that cats in a household
with a feline companion lead
happier and healthier lives.
Animal experts now view
cats as social by nature, not
solitary. More than 8 out of
10 vets agree that cats do
not prefer to be left alone,
and more than two-thirds argue that cats would actually
prefer to live in the company of other cats.
When selecting your cat at the shelter, consider age and
temperament. Older cats are generally not as energetic as
a kitten, which is a bonus
Signs your cat is lonely
when your current pet might
• Overgrooming
not take well to the frisky
• Spraying/squatting
antics of a kitten. And if you
• Excessive vocalization
currently have a cat who
• Destructiveness
is “in command” look for a
• Aggressive behavior
more laid-back feline.
Source: www.armhammerpets.com/
catpan_press.aspx
“When we were
considering adopting another cat, we knew we needed
to ﬁnd one that had an easy-going personality because
we already have a cat who is ‘in charge,’ ” says an
adopter who shares his home with four cats. “We found
the right cat by watching for the kind of personality that
would ﬁt into the mix.” The visiting rooms at the shelter
offer you a good environment for evaluating behavior
and characteristics. Check with the shelter staff for
information on a prospective adoptee’s personality traits.
The key to a successful introduction of a new cat to
existing pets is to take your time. Bring your new pet into
your home and isolate her for a few days while she gets
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See Introducing a new cat, page 3

From the Executive Director
Jason Smith

Cheers!

Volunteers!

New volunteer
coordinator Katie Widlacki
has created an inviting
volunteer center under
the coat rack! There
volunteers can sign in to
beat the record of 9,222
hours volunteered in 2004.
Volunteers help make the
animals’ stay at CCHS more
pleasant and their transition
into a forever home a little
smoother. Volunteers are
sought to socialize animals
and to help teach basic
obedience to dogs through
the PhD (People Helping
Dogs) Program. Whether
it’s folding newspapers at
home, cleaning cages in
the mornings or walking
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Executive Director from page 1
preferring to concentrate on
areas of the shelter in need
of immediate improvement
and getting a feel for the
organization’s challenges.
There are plenty of current
challenges drawing his attention,
including overcrowding and
facilities issues created by
the construction of the new
county nursing home nearby the
shelter. He isn’t ruling out big
dreams, though. His vision is to
increase the number of animals
touched by the services of CCHS
staff and volunteers and to have
more community involvement.
“CCHS has dedicated staff,
devoted volunteers, and an
active board,” says Smith. “I
couldn’t be more pleased to be
the new executive director.”

of each challenge
comes a conﬁdence
built from the
performance
of a great team
of employees
Jason and Grifﬁn, his CCHS alum
combined with
an amazing volunteer effort and the warm
generosity of our many members and friends.
I am extremely proud to be a part of an
organization whose mission is so clear and
positive and I hope that you are proud to be a
part of your humane society as well.
While I am conﬁdent that together, the
staff and I can make the humane society
an even more effective and valuable entity,
our success will be only as great as our
supporters would have it be. I feel that we are
at a time in the history of the humane society
where it has become our charge to create
new and re-establish past relationships.
I encourage every supporter, member,
volunteer and employee of the humane
society to tell a friend in this new year
about the exciting things that happen at the
Champaign County Humane Society and our
mission to help the region’s homeless pets.
In the immortal words of the anonymous
guy who makes those snappy retail plaques,
“If you like what we do, tell a friend. If not, tell
us.”
Photo by Tom Schaefges

It was once said, “May you live in
interesting times.” I would venture to say
that the person who coined this phrase
never worked in an animal shelter or there
wouldn’t have been any question as to
whether or not times were “interesting.” For
the Champaign County Humane Society,
times could hardly be more interesting.
Under new leadership, we are forging
our way into 2005 with a renewed vigor and
sense of enthusiasm. As an organization, we
all have bright hopes for the future but are
ever conscious of the adversities that face
us.
One challenge that we cannot ignore is
the red ink in our budget. We closed our
last ﬁscal year with a deﬁcit, and we operate
this year with that deﬁcit carrying over. We
continue to scrutinize every expense and
to do what we can to reduce our costs. Be
assured that the health and welfare of our
animals is our number one priority and their
care will not be cut. Response to our appeals
in the October PawPrints and our holiday
mailer has been encouraging, and other
fund-raising activities are being planned for
this year.
In the few weeks since I became CCHS’s
Executive Director, I have faced a myriad of
challenges in addition to ﬁnances. Change
is inherently difﬁcult but with the resolution

dogs in the afternoon, CCHS
has something to ﬁt any
schedule!
Volunteering is a
fantastic way to have fun,
meet great people and help
reduce the homeless pet
population.
For more information,
visit www.cuhumane.
org, or contact Katie at
2.volunteer@cuhumane.org.

Pawprints is the
quarterly newsletter of
the Champaign County
Humane Society. The
CCHS, incorporated in
1951, is a nonproﬁt, nongovernmental organization
dedicated to preventing
cruelty to animals,
promoting animal welfare,
and educating the public
about humane care and
treatment for all animals.
CCHS is an “open door”
shelter and accepts all
animals in need, regardless
of age, physical condition
or adoptability. Pawprints is
a copyrighted publication;
permission to reprint any
item is given, provided
that CCHS–Pawprints is
acknowledged. All inquiries
and article submissions
should be directed to the
Pawprints Editorial Board,
in care of CCHS. This
issue was designed and
edited by Mare Payne, with
contributions from Ginny
Hudak-David.
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Calling all cooks!

What do you bring to a
potluck? Do you have a
signature dish? Your family
favorite could gain a whole
new audience when you
submit your recipe to CCHS
for the new edition of “Baking
It Pawsible.” First published
in 1985, the cookbook will
contain all new recipes, now
being collected by volunteer
Debbie Scaggs.
Send a copy of your
favorite recipe to CCHS
(to the attention of the
cookbook editor) or e-mail it
to harriett@tomsphoto.com
before March 15.

Sweet surgical
suite!

Two generous donors
funded the expansion of the
CCHS surgery suite. Late
last fall, the two unused
shower rooms and the ofﬁce
of the executive director
were combined to create
a state-of-the-art facility
that includes three surgery
tables and a recovery area to
ensure continued compliance
with Illinois spay/neuter
laws. CCHS veterinarian
Dr. Jennifer Stone and her
assistants are reveling in the
spacious new surgical unit.
The cramped old OR suite
has been transformed into
the ofﬁce of the executive
director.

Tails on the Town

CCHS is in the planning
stages of this new off-site
volunteer program. Approved
and trained volunteers will
be able to walk dogs and
showcase cats at
off-site locations. Interested
participants should
contact Katie Widlacki at
2.volunteer@cuhumane.org.

Ms. Garbo Fund
update
As of Dec. 31, 28 adult
cats have been adopted
through the Ms. Garbo Fund,
established by Jack and
Shelby Stiﬂe to help families
adopt a second adult cat by
paying the adoption fee. Ask
at the shelter for more info.

Exclusively serving

CCHS contracts with Hill’s to provide pet food
The CCHS Board of
Directors signed a contract
with Hill’s Pet Nutriton in
November to provide free
Science Diet pet food for the
dogs and cats at the shelter.
The two-year contract
also requires the shelter
to purchase and distribute
a four- or ﬁve-pound bag
of Science Diet pet food
for each canine or feline
adoption.
CCHS will pay for just the
shipping – about $12,500 a
year – which will cover the
food served to our animals
and the bags given to
adopters. CCHS is expected
to save about $30,000 in
food costs a year through
the Hill’s Shelter Partnership

Program. The contract may
be renewed for an additional
year.
CCHS is obligated to
prominently display Hill’s
pet food products and
information exclusively in
the reception/adoption
areas, and to provide to
Hill’s each month the
names and addresses and
animal information of those
adopters who have agreed
to share their information,
so that Hill’s may contact
them with product coupons
and information.
At least half of the CCHS
staff members are required
to complete the Hill’s Pet
Nutritional Counselor
Program.

Photo by Tom Schaefges

Nosing out
the news

During the course of the
contract, the shelter may not feed,
distribute, promote, or display any
pet food products other than Hill’s
foods.

Found a home!

And Pumpkin makes three

When they fell in love with Pumpkin, left, David
and his wife ignored not one, not two, but three
facts that would stop even the heartiest of animal
lovers.
They didn’t hesitate when they learned she
was 16 or 17 years old.
They didn’t turn their backs when on her
adoption day they were told that she had breast
cancer (mammary carcinoma).
Already at the two-pet limit in
Introducing a cat from page 1
their apartment complex, bringing
used to her surroundings.
cat in case you have
Pumpkin home meant an added
Visit often but keep the
some hissing. Similarly,
cost each month. But they gladly
door shut.
restrain your dog and give
pay.
When it comes time
your new cat a place to
“She received treatment at
to have your new family
retreat to quickly should
the U. of I. vet med hospital and
member meet your current she become scared.
appears to be in great shape. She is
pets, do it very gradually.
Never leave your pets
very conformable and very energetic
Wedge the door of the
unsupervised and don’t
for such an old and sick cat,” David
bedroom open only far
force the meeting.
said. “Unfortunately, the cancer is
enough for them to see
Remember that
still there and she will eventually
each other. While some
the adjustment period
succumb to it, but my wife and I are
hissing might ensue, don’t will take a few days
glad she is part of our family.
despair. Next is the ﬁrst
at minimum and true
“[Pumpkin] pretty much keeps
meeting, which should be
harmony might take a
to herself and the other cats
low-key. Have something
month or more. Just don’t
don’t really bother her,” he said.
to distract your resident
give up at the ﬁrst hiss!
“Occasionally there is a swat or a
Much more detailed information about introducing
hiss from one of them, but most
a new adult cat into your home is on the CCHS
of the time they just ignore each
website in the Pet Library Online section:
other.”
www.cuhumane.org/topics/
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Wish List

O

ur needs
are
great,
our budget is not.
You can assist in
the care of our
homeless pets
with your in-kind
donations:

Pet Food

Canned or dry puppy/dog food (Science Diet)
Canned or dry kitten/cat food (Science Diet)
Kitten milk replacement
Dog biscuits/treats
Rawhides
Small animal food (hamster & guinea pig)
Timothy hay & rabbit food

Pet Supplies

Small bottles (for feeding kittens)
Cat litter (non-scoopable and unscented)
Plastic litter boxes
Food & water bowls
Wire crates and pet carriers
Dog toys (not stuffed)
Dog Kongs
Pingpong balls (for cat toys)
Cat toys (especially cat nip toys!)
White pine chips for small animals
Fish aquariums & small animal cages

Medical and Grooming Supplies
Heating pad (for puppies/kittens)
Heavy duty electric pet hair trimmer
Size 40 blade for pet hair trimmer
Kwik Stop styptic powder
Small pet nail trimmers
Ear cleaning solution
Brushes and combs
Unﬂavored Pedialyte
Q-tips
Cotton balls
Speed read thermometers
Craft sticks

Things we can always use

Folded newspapers (directions at front desk)
Towels & sheets
Paper towels
Bleach
Laundry soap

‘Tails’ from Home

Sweet smell of success
CCHS adoptees owe their lives to their
new families, but it isn’t often that the
reverse is true.
Ken and Judy Bryson of rural St. Joseph
adopted Dots, a young black and tan
German Shepard cross four-month-old
puppy, last fall. They renamed her Lady
Anne. She was a quiet girl until Nov. 24
when the Brysons lost their power. Ken
Bryson ran the electrical cord for the
generator through the garage where Lady
Anne was sleeping.
Ken lay on the sofa and Judy went
to bed. The Brysons heard Lady Anne’s
cries, an unusual sound for her. When
they checked on her they thought she was
dying. They got her into fresh air and after
washing her face, realized that they were
not well either. Carbon monoxide from the
generator exhaust would have killed them
in their sleep. The Brysons were treated at
the emergency room and all have made a
complete recovery.
Believing that Lady Anne saved their
lives, the Brysons have renamed her Lady
Esther Anne because of the Bible story of
Esther saving her people.
“Mordecai told [Esther] she may have
been born for just a time as this,” Judy
Bryson wrote to executive director Jason
Smith. “And we feel our Lady Esther Anne
saved her people.”
“She is a wonderful pet. We sure love
her,” Judy Bryson said.

A cold nose in your future?

Come visit us when you’re ready.
A lot of you love animals, but don’t own
pets yet.
That’s probably because you know that
owning a pet means investing time and
money for its care.
You know that cute little kittens must
have their litter boxes cleaned regularly,
must have shots each year, and must be
groomed.
And that cuddly puppies must be trained
and walked regularly and licensed- and
forgiven for muddy paws now and then.
We know you wouldn’t own a pet unless
you knew you could give it the best care.
We just want you to know that when you
are ready, come visit us...we have lots of
beautiful puppies, kittens, dogs and cats
waiting for responsible homes.

American Humane Association
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Nosing out
the news
A Fetching Ball
found success

In spite of its venue being
canceled, and no auction
items secured a month
before its scheduled date,
A Fetching Ball was a great
success, thanks to the
gung-ho group of volunteers,
led by CCHS board member
Carole Lindholm.
The Hawthorn Suites in
Champaign was able to
rebook the dinner/auction
event for Oct 8. Generous
donors contributed more than
a 150 live and silent auction
items that were purchased by
a spirited crowd of 125. The
2004 Fetching Ball raised
nearly $40,000. The 2005
Fetching Ball is set for Oct. 21
at the Hawthorn Suites.

Biskits score at
Chris Cringle
It didn’t feel much like
Christmas during the balmy
weather of the Chris Cringle
Craft Sale, but the holiday
shoppers were out in full
force eager for the
hand-crafted goodies sold
at the annual sale at the
Assembly Hall. Beautifully
decorated Buster Biskits
– from palm-sized Christmas
trees draped in red and
white frosting and adorned
with kitty chow to tiny
chicken-and-tomato-juice
biscuits tucked into carryout
totes to six-inch biscuits
skewered on a rawhide with
dazzling drippings of colorful
frosting – and a mountain of
crocheted catnip strawberries
proved too tantalizing to be
passed up. Sales totaled
about $3,500.

Shoppers still
hungry for Buster
Biskits

Excess handmade goodies
from Chris Cringle – plus an
array of holiday and other
merchandise was sold for
two weekends at Flea Mart
in November, in the old
Menards store in Champaign.
Sales totaled about $500.

Y

our special
thoughts are
meaningful
to those
who send them, to those
who receive them, and
to those who are helped
by them. We make every
effort to list memorial
and honorary donations
correctly; if there is an
error, please let us know.
This issue contains all the
special thoughts recorded
at CCHS between Sept.
17, 2004, and Jan. 19,
2005.

In memory of
Torey
Peggy Heilig
Keith Donelson
Clinton, Tyler & Byron Donelson
Rosie
Sharon Wood & Lucy
Marshall & Sue Ramme’s dog
Dixie
Cindy Duff
Sebastian, CiCi’s champion!
Thanks for loving and
protecting her.
Claire & Doug Ward
The mother of Anna Flanagan
Marcia Benjamin
Elizabeth Jonson
Nancy Johnson
Tillie Kilton
Jackie Ziff
Tom Taylor, one of my favorite
bus drivers and animal lovers
Karen Masel
Henry & Bernice Schwartz
Henrietta Schwartz
Charmi, my puppy buddy for
18 years
Anonymous
Bailey, a great GrandDog
Rosemary Coffey
Dusty, a great CCHS alum
Rosemary Coffey
Jerome April
Kathy Harper, Elaine Jacobson
& Beth Matthias
Stephen Foster
Paul’s Machine & Welding
Corp.
My beloved Ky
Shirley Merryman
Marvin Lawyer
Charlotte Golden, Mary Ellen
& Don Burnett, Kimberly J.
Bruehl, Cheryl Lawyer
Shamus, beloved dog of
Donald & Marilyn Krummerl
Tom D. Kilton
Sharah, beloved cat of James
& Deloris Holiman
Tom D. Kilton
Tom Taylor
Jeff & Carol McClaine

Special Thoughts
Joyce Van Buskirk
Charlie Nogle
Bandit, beloved sheltie of Joyce
Charlie Nogle
William Hartman
Chester & Mary Jo Hetrick, Betty
& John Alsop
Manda, my loyal cat from
1982-2004
Dorothy M. Smith
Millie
David & Mary Ann Berg
Babe
Merrill & Barbara Huffman
Renﬁeld, a brave cat
Jeff & Carol McClaine
Jock
Mr. & Mrs. Skip Gerdts
Little Flora, so soft and sweet.
You will be missed
Ruth Ann Nichols
Alberta McClaren
Helen Basham-Vincent
Cleo, beloved pet of Jane
Lohmar
Rebekah P. Lohmar
Dixie L. Dean
Phyllis & Ron Dean
Zak, our Cairn Terrier
Jemy Carden & Tim Temple
Kim Bogaert
Joyce L. Smith, Scott Karlstrom
AmiJean, who waited for us at
the CCHS many years ago
Eleanore M. Taden
Moses, the most gentle cat. We
were blessed to share 19 years
with you.
Jolie & Mike Trautman
Ralph, the coolest,
longest-legged dog in downtown
Champaign!
Pete & Katie
Tillie
Nancy & Tom Anderson, Patricia
F. Stenstrom, Jane Block, Deloris
Holiman
Ninja
Phyllis Sweitzer
Boots, Mufﬁn & Jeremy, I loved
them all!
Anne Huff
George Parr
Joyce Hilgert
Doc
James & Shirley Hashbarger
Joy Hardesty
James & Shirley Hashbarger
Roy Kimbrell
Alice P. Campbell
Bo, our loving golden retriever
Jeff & Kathy Stewart
Zak, we love and miss our
“pound puppy” who came to live
with us 14 years ago.
Mom, Dad, Manoi, Grandpa &
your “sister” Bailey
Pee Wee Fejes, my good friend.
I miss you!
Brigadier Clemons
Betty Olander
Anonymous, C. George Woodcock,
Bruce H. Heuton, Pam Hultgren

Ernest Hopkins
Bernice Reed, Carol & Dick
Karch, Investors II Club, Julie
Batty, Tracy Logan, Jo Fisher,
Jennifer Huff, Lynette Trout,
Dorothy Walker, John & Virginia
Kelly, Fruehling Chiropractic,
Shirley Anderson, Joyce Hilgert,
Rita Niendick, Paul & Joyce
Curtis, Bill & Margaret Clary,
Rena Lee Lenz, Colony West
Home Owners Assoc., Eric & Lisa
Robeson, Ed & Jan Stout, Pamela
Yanshak & Scott Frank, Mary
Spivey, David & Nancy Sutton,
Lisa Novak
Wes Eckerty
Laurie Eckerty
Clint Ritter
Laurie Eckerty
Sydney, my dear cat
Mary A. Dorn
Louise Perry
Mary Lou & Ed Gaskill, The Wiley
Gang, Nancy & Claude Cech
Spook
Jo Knudsen
Claire Bailey
Flora Faraci, Sandra Welsh,
Gordon Strom Family, Illini Pella
Inc., Judith Bach, Jack Johnson,
Michael & Marcia Gatens,
Employees of Federal Deposit
Insurance Corp., Paul & Linda
Houston, William Saska, Christine
Shallenberger, Jeffrey Thompson,
Shari Wright, Scot Wonderlin,
The Coats Family (Dan, Peg, Nick,
Kelly & Taylor), Nancy Strom
Rocky Barbour, beloved dog
of Kathy, Don, Andy & Katelyn
Barbour
Margaret Christensen
Kit, our most lovable and loving
cat for 17 years
Dorothy E. Neill
Kathryn W. Benander
Betsy & Knox Walkup
Stephen L. Foster
Joy & Family, Don & Linda Foster,
Kathy & Tim Smith, Camille
Foster, Mr. & Mrs. Clinton Smith,
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Foster, Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Helm, Mr. & Mrs.
Tim Roberts, Mr. & Mrs. Charles
Henderson, Ruby L. Johr, Diana
Walter, Jane M. Anderson &
Obdulio Rene Escobar, Karen
J. Ryan, Karen Ryan, Rachel
Mowery
Captain
Peggy Heilig
Levi
Charlotte & Howard Craft
Annie
The Hallock Family, Denise &
Wally Hendricks
Moosie
Susan and Eric Norris
Buster
Carolyn Burrell, Karen Koenig
Wags McMannis
Betty Hollister
Rocky, our faithful and loving
dog
Rosalie & Ronald Schmitt

Dudley, my most beloved friend
and devoted companion
Frederick Muller
MaryBeth, Piewacket, Magic
and Luther
Nancy L. Johnson
Traintrack
Pamela Tock
Manda, beloved cat of Dorothy
Smith
Christine C. Smith
Keith Donelson
Rantoul Ladies Bridge Group, Bob
Barnet & Barbara Swain, Eugene
& Edith Daniels, Kent E. Sims,
Sally Sue Koebrich, Mary Ruth
Thompson
Alexis Louise, our beloved cat
Dorothy E. Lawrence
Marybelle Eichhorst
Anonymous, Phil Cochrane, Roy
& Gerry Windler, William & Mary
McMahon, Charles & Renny
Ehler, James & Sue Martinie,
Arlyle & Audrey Irwin, John &
Deanna Alexander, Mick &
Lorna Cochrane, Beth & Charlie
Reinhart, Jerry & Susie McArthur,
Joe & Mary Sleeter, Byron &
Helen Vedder, Philip & Suzanne
Gates, Joseph & Cheryl Kelly
Mitzi, loving companion cat to
Chris & Ralph Smith
Shirley Huber Merryman, Ralph &
Christina Smith
Mildred McMurray
Anne A. Ehrlich
Joako
Betty Daly
Zach
Robert Zeiders
Ying Yang
Vera Hanoka, Karen Koenig
Kelly, beloved pet dog
Martha & Howard Lamb
Jolie, Dulcie and Pinky
Larry & Adelle Swanson
Bernie and Gus, CCHS alumni
Patricia Minogue
Jan Casstevens
Casey and Callie
Robert E. Brown
Helen L. Brown, Jack & Patricia
Bernett, William & Patricia
Busch, Carl & Kelly Busch, G.
Wayne & Martha Curtis, Jeff &
Lisa Slade, Wayne & Lyla Nofftz,
Susan & Christopher Surber,
Frank Kamerer, Rodney & Cindy
Clark, Terry & Ruth Bobbitt, Les
& Jan Nuss, Rick Sanders, Jim
Cavanaugh, Bill & Beverly Lynch,
Marge Forbes, Harry & Jessie
Archer, John & Barbara Auby,
Joan White, Jim Clark, Melanie
Bailey, Candy Yeargin, Brent &
Sandy Lewis, Jamie Evans, Wilda
Cobble, Bill & Kay Gingerich,
Helen, Sheri, Marc & Robin Brown
and grandchildren, Jeremy &
Josh Morel, Christopher & Katlyn
Brown
Nip. He lived for love.
Joe & Miriam Bauers
Mischief
Mary Margrave

Sheba, our beloved pet whom
we adopted in 1991
Cletus & Norma Day Jr.
Sugar Elaine, in loving
memory
Dan & Margaret Virt
Buck
Karen Koenig, Clint & Katherine
Scott, Jan & Ted Gill, Vanilla
Neitzel, Harriett Weatherford,
Carolyn Burrell, Denise & Wally
Hendricks
Frank Jordan
Dolores & Howard Crombie
Linda Kirby
Jeff & Kim Matthis, Pauline
Collins, Craig Kirby & Libby
Nelson, Tatman’s Collision
Repair, Driscoll and Gable
Families, St. Joseph Animal
Hospital, Terri A Birk, David &
Maxine Kuehn, Horizon Hobby,
Mike & Beth Brunk
David Swanson
Thomas S. Ulen, Barbara Hall,
Joseph & Patricia Wenzel,
Cara Finegan, Faye Dong,
Heathwood Court Homeowners
Association, Peter Feuille,
Lamar & Bill Murphy, Robin
Kaler, David & Risa Tewksbury,
UIUC Ofﬁce of University
Counsel, David & Kathleen
Pecknold
Mary E. Rouland
Doris Herring
All our beloved pets
Vet Tech students at Parkland
College
Mary V. Kirby
Betsy Adrian
Jessie, we love and miss you
Trudy Drepholz & Sandy
Klitzing
Nicodemis
Carol & Bob Stickrod

In honor of
Barney, the bunny
Richard & Charlene Mulvaney
Dusty & Misty
Ronald & Myra Smith
“May God keep you all in his
heart every day”
Joan Dobrovolny
Jimi
Carol Binnington
McTaggert
Kirsten & Tony Bollinger
The caring staff and
volunteers at CCHS
Mary Margrave
Dr. Duane Dust and all the
staff at the VCA Heritage
Animal Hospital for the
excellent care given to Rocky
Rosalie & Ronald Schmitt
Lisa Kelly-Wilson, a wonderful
foster “mom”
Greg & Dixie Whitt
Alberta Marshky’s birthday
Sherry Slade
Sammy, our little princess!
Jackie & Lewis Matthias

more on page 6
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Calypso and Jacob
Rebecca McBride
Cutie
Mike & Ginny Conron
Ms. Halm & Mrs. P.
Kyle Clapper
Kerry Davison
Samantha Malvsky
Nan Harper
Martha H. Pence
Jim Lou
Martha H. Pence
Lisa, Susie, Lori, Jane
Laura S. Marchiando
Emmy and Mason
Laura S. Marchiando
Dennis A. Brya, a very good
neighbor
Shirley Merryman
Kristin
Robert & Sharon Schmidt
Ann and Glenn
Robert & Sharon Schmidt
Randy Wolverton
Robert & Sharon Schmidt
Amy Hatch and Sopie
The Pooles
George Lukaseck, to honor
your love of animals
Ruth, Von & Casey
Von Welch, to the best
daddy-dog ever!
Casey
Betty L. Homa
Jason McCord
Butterscotch, Noel, Misty
and Princess, our wonderful
kittens
Janice Baker & Don Kruse
Faith, Sue, Laura, Kim,
Susan, Matt, Kelly, Jeff,
Kevin, my great co-workers
Peggy Karl
Huss Family
Janet & Dick Gebhart
Feyhl Family
Janet & Dick Gebhart
Gebhart Family
Janet & Dick Gebhart
Toups Family
Janet & Dick Gebhart
Jennifer Heider, our teacher
Unity East Elementary 5th
Grade
Stan and Jennifer Lambert
Von & Brenda Lambert
All the homeless animals
Vet Tech students at
Parkland College
Casey and Callie
Barb Babb
Pat Marker
Brett Eisenhauer
Jan and Gene Bundy
Christine & Kevin Wolter
Mary Young
Omegatype Editorial
Department
Nellie Zharndt
Christine & Kevin Wolter
Jan Bolt
Christine & Kevin Wolter

Thoughts

Debra Piercy
Renita Jackson
Denis Mellencamp
Renita Jackson
Wendy Camp
Renita Jackson
All animals
Lyle & Craig
Robert William Rinne
Steven & Gretchen Fitzpatrick,
Allyn Bock
Iris, Ashley and Clementine,
our babies
Starr, Ed & Betsy Dalton
Allison Winter
Jill Gengler
Don Kruse’s birthday
Elsie Engelhaupt
Harriett Weatherford
Ginny & Mark David
Terry and Barb Czhakowski
Sarah B. Tinney
Shirl Ashlund
Clif & Ruth Rexroad
Phyllis Bosford
Clif & Ruth Rexroad
Edward Snyder
Amy Oldani
Martha Rinne
Philip & Julie Wuellner
Brigadier, celebrating the 4th
anniversary of his adoption
from CCHS
Bob & Holly Clemons
Chelsea Edwards for her 9th
birthday
Many, many friends who gave
to CCHS at Chelsea’s request
Maddie
Susan Schmidt and Kathy
Lessaris
Steve Hansen
Social Science Club of
Champaign
Ben, Happy 9th Birthday
Benjamin Duffett
Duncan and Chelsea with
love, Mom, Dad, Lauren, Alec
and Brady
Craig & Leslie Neitzel
The CCHS staff and
volunteers who take such
good care of the animals
Karen Koenig, Terry Traxler,
Maggie & Paul Fish
Vera Hanoka
Lisa Kelly-Wilson

“I’m glad that CCHS
was there to care
for me until I was
adopted into my
new home. Please
give generously
to CCHS so that
all the homeless
animals are cared
for until they get
to go home. And
consider adopting
a pal for your fourlegged best friend.“
—Uno
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Hodges Family with thanks for
Gracie’s new buddy, “Yoda”
Karen Bodnar
The Hitching and don’t forget
the party for your 50th!
Larry & Marilyn
Helen, my sister-in-law
Marilyn
Minerva, my cat who came to
live with me on Jan 18, 2003
Diane Carothers
Deana Sadler and Foxie
Robyn Bathon, Tammy Drook,
Carol Mitchell
David & Ginger Brown, in
honor of their wedding
Rev. & Mrs. Don Ehlers
With love to my other mother
Sam Volk
Misty, whose mistress died
Janice Baker & Don Kruse
Dr. Thomas & Patricia
Minogue, Happy 40th
Anniversary!
Fran & Jim Ryan
Killian, whose white ﬂuffy
head is in my window every
day when I get home
Ann F. Gehant
Dexter, an important member
of our pack
Jon & JoAnn Laible
Ingrid, a CCHS alum
Janine Stines
Misti, Ricki & Peanut, all
unwanted until we found each
other
Ramona Dillard

Thanks to
Those who have collected
much needed items or raised
funds for CCHS … Eastern
Illinois Parrot Head Club,
Vet Tech Club at Parkland
College, Yankee Ridge School
PTA, Staff of Union Planters
Bank, Heather Cuttill,
Brownie Troop 65, Shirley &
Russell Perkins, Pete Mackay,
Tandem Printing, Jo Thomas,
Aimee Ward, Irene Metzger,
J. Vermemlen, Dr. George
Johnston’s public speaking
courses, U. of I. College of
Business

Photo by Tom Schaefges

more Special

‘Tails’ from Home

‘Good start’ gives
Bondville alum 20+ years
On one of the coldest days of January, this
heartwarming exchange began with a letter
sent to the CCHS Web site. Webmistress
Barbara Meyer responds on behalf of CCHS.
Dear CCHS.
In July of 1984, when you were in
Bondville, I adopted a tiny, brown-striped
kitten that we named Qatsi. It is with deep
sadness that I write to you that she recently
passed away – at the age of 20 years and
6 months! We had a long and great life
together, and I will always miss my beautiful
and amazing friend. Thank you for providing
me with such a wonderful pet – a family
member, really – and for this, in her memory,
I am also donating to CCHS.
Thank you again, and all the best to you
and yours.
Sincerely,
Jeff Hellyer, Chicago
Dear Jeff,
Your letter brought tears to my eyes. I’m
going to pass this on to the shelter staff and
volunteers and then post it in the guestbook.
Not many around today still remember
the Bondville shelter as I do, but they will be
so gladdened to hear about Qatsi and the
wonderful person who adopted her.
… She certainly is among our very oldest
alums.
Thank you so much for loving her.
Barbara
CCHS Webmistress
Hi again Barbara,
… When I adopted her from you in July of
1984, we were told she was only about 1
1/2 weeks old. We nursed her with a bottle
and her fur became smoother, but it was
always a little rough to the touch – more like
See ‘Tails,’ page 7

CCHS needs your support!

P

lease join us in our efforts to promote humane attitudes and to prevent cruelty and suffering in our community by
becoming a member of the Champaign County Humane Society. Your additional gift in memory or in honor of a loved
one makes a difference in the lives of the companion animals in our care.
All donations throughout the year (October through September) count toward your level of sponsorship.

_____ Diamond Paw $500 _____ Gold Paw $250 _____ Silver Paw $100 _____ Bronze Paw $65 _____ Four Paws $35
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: day _____________________________ evening: _____________________________ cell: _______________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________ @ __________________________________________________
This is a gift _____ in honor _____ in memory of__________________________________________________________________
Message for Pawprints: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Send acknowledgement of this gift to:
Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Please make checks payable to Champaign County Humane Society.
Mail this form and your check to CCHS, 1911 E. Main St., Urbana, IL 61802.
As a private nonprofit, nongovernmental organization, CCHS receives no tax support.
Your generous gifts to the Champaign County Humane Society are tax-deductible.
‘Tails,’ from 6
a mountain lion,
maybe.
For this reason,
we named her after
a beautful nature
movie we had
just seen, called
“Koyaanisqatsi,”
which means “Life
out of balance.” As
she was so small
and young, and a
bit malnourished
from having been a
kitten in the wild, we
referred to her as our
“Cat out of balance,”
although this soon
passed.
Your shelter had
put her on the road

to good health,
and during the
next 15 years she
would become even
chubby!
In later years she
lost much weight, but
still got around well.
… Even 6 months
ago on her 20th
birthday, she had
good energy – which
was true up until the
day she passed away
in her favorite little
cat basket, probably
from a stroke, 10
days ago.
She brought me
so much joy and
companionship and

I hope I provided this
to her as well. I feel
that I did, and that
she lived so long in
great part because
of how close we were
(and how I spoiled
her with all kinds of
foods and treats!). I
hope she was happy
anyway, and I know
that I was blessed
to have had her with
me.
Thanks for all you
do there, and if my
travels ﬁnd me again Web site Jeff Hellyer created for Qatsi’s 20th birthday July 6, 2004.
in C-U (where I lived your “new” Urbana shelter. Best to you, Barbara, and
thanks again!
for 11 years, until
Sincerely,
1988), I look forward
Jeff
to seeing you and
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Mark Your Calendar

T

he following events include those that CCHS is sponsoring as well as collaborating with.
Check the CCHS Web site – www.cuhumane.org – for the lastest details on these
and other events that will unfold this year.

Feb. 12
Pet Lover’s Expo

1-3 p.m. Basic Sciences Auditorium, U. of I. College of Veterinary Medicine, 2001 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana.

Feb. 15
“Cats 101”

Taught by representatives from CCHS and CARE (Companion Animal Resource and Education) Center
Gain insight into cat behaviors, such as scratching and using the litter box. Plus, tips on how to introduce a new cat to your household/other pets.
6:30 - 8 p.m., Urbana High School, Room 1152
CARE Center offers free classes through Urbana Adult Educaton. To regster for classes, call 384-3530.

March 5
@ Orpheum Children’s Museum

As part of an exhibit about animal anatomy. CCHS animals will demonstrate the way animals move.
March 12 (repeated March 16)
How to select the breed and age of dog that best suits your family’s lifestyle. Another CARE Center class offered through Urbana Adult Education. To
register for classes, call 384-3530.
Attend one of two sessions: Saturday, March 12, 10:30 a.m. - noon or Wednesday, March 16, 6:30-8 p.m.
John Garth Education Center, Room 401, 211 N. Race St., Urbana.

March 15

Deadline for contributions to the new edition of “Baking it Pawsible” (see page 3)

May 1-7
Be Kind to Animals Week
May 7
Bark in the Park
May 27-28
CCHS Gigantic Garage Sale

Photo by Tom Schaefges

“Selecting the Right Dog for You”

Floral Hall, Champaign County Fairgrounds
(Drop-offs begin May 19 at the Floral Hall)
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